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RE:	  Oil	  and	  gas	  surface	  compensation	  payments	  to	  leaseholders	   	  
	  
One	  question	  would	  be	  what,	  exactly,	  are	  these	  grazing	  leaseholders	  being	  compensated	  for?	  
The	  short	  answer	  is	  inconvenience,	  loss	  of	  use	  and	  damage	  which	  is	  up	  to	  the	  leaseholders	  to	  fix.	  	  
	  
Here	  is	  a	  sample	  of	  some	  of	  the	  things	  that	  leaseholders	  as	  the	  land	  managers	  deal	  with	  as	  a	  
consequence	  of	  having	  industrial	  activity	  on	  their	  lease	  land.	  This	  is	  by	  no	  means	  a	  complete	  list.	  	  
• Skewed	  grazing	  patterns.	  It	  is	  almost	  impossible	  to	  get	  the	  same	  mixture	  as	  was	  there	  
originally	  so	  you	  either	  get	  overgrazing	  or	  no	  grazing	  depending	  on	  the	  palatability	  of	  the	  
species	  even	  if	  they	  try	  to	  use	  native	  species.	  Wheat	  grasses	  for	  example	  aren't	  palatable	  later	  in	  
the	  season	  so	  pastures	  grazed	  then	  make	  the	  pipeline	  really	  visible.	  
• Major	  dust	  issues	  during	  drilling,	  completions	  and	  maintenance	  operations.	  Dust	  kicked	  up	  
by	  the	  activities	  of	  the	  oil	  companies	  lead	  to	  pneumonia	  in	  calves.	  The	  dust	  can	  travel	  up	  to	  a	  
mile	  and	  makes	  the	  surrounding	  grass	  unpalatable	  grass	  due	  to	  dust	  settling	  on	  the	  grass.	  	  
• Loss	  of	  rattle	  snake	  population	  leading	  to	  increased	  pressure	  from	  rodents	  
• Unnecessary	  network	  of	  trails	  fragmenting	  the	  landscape	  leading	  to	  uncontrollable	  access	  
issues	  particularly	  during	  hunting	  season.	  (Access	  issues	  can	  include	  but	  are	  not	  limited	  to	  gates	  
left	  open	  and	  cattle	  wandering,	  cattle	  getting	  accidentally	  injured	  by	  hunters,	  garbage	  left	  
behind	  by	  hunters,	  damage	  to	  fences	  and	  gates	  )	  
• Not	  all	  orphaned	  wells	  are	  taken	  care	  of.	  Who	  assumes	  liability	  for	  orphaned	  wells	  when	  
both	  industry	  and	  government	  walk	  away?	  
• Soil	  compaction	  resulting	  from	  industrial	  activity	  a	  major	  obstacle	  to	  recovering	  native	  
species.	  There	  are	  very	  few	  cases	  where	  the	  production	  tonnage	  has	  recovered	  to	  pre-‐industrial	  
activity	  production.	  
• When	  reseeding	  pipelines	  it	  is	  virtually	  impossible	  to	  find	  the	  same	  cultivars	  of	  existing	  native	  
species.	  
• Sheer	  volume	  of	  time	  spent	  mitigating	  effects	  is	  difficult	  to	  quantify.	  During	  drilling,	  pipelines	  
and	  completions	  probably	  up	  to	  80	  %	  of	  time	  spent	  managing	  the	  access	  and	  damage.	  	  
• Bio-‐security	  issues.	  Imminent	  issues	  with	  invasive	  grass	  species	  such	  as	  brome	  grass,	  downy	  
brome,	  crested	  wheat,	  alfalfa,	  knapweed,	  leafy	  spurge	  establishing	  on	  the	  grassland.	  On	  a	  native	  
grassland	  ecosystem,	  these	  are	  damaging	  to	  the	  health	  of	  the	  grassland.	  Grass	  seed	  is	  
transmitted	  from	  operation	  to	  operation	  through	  the	  day-‐to-‐day	  operators.	  In	  addition,	  there	  is	  
concerns	  regarding	  soil-‐borne	  disease	  and	  fungus	  becoming	  a	  potential	  problem.	  	  
• 	  Operator	  due	  diligence.	  This	  would	  include	  such	  things	  as	  fire	  danger,	  open	  gates,	  speed,	  etc.	  
• Poorly	  maintained	  Texas	  gates.	  These	  need	  to	  be	  cleaned	  regularly	  to	  be	  effective	  and	  they	  
are	  damaged	  when	  the	  companies	  come	  to	  plow	  the	  roads.	  	  
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